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thropic, cultural, educational, and charitable institutions. Women have
served our Nation with valor and distinction during wartime, nursing the
wounded, piloting airplanes, performing vital jobs in defense plants.
Women have forged a place for themselves in public life, serving on the Su-
preme Court, in the Congress, and in Cabinet posts; becoming Ambassa-
dors; and holding Federal Executive posts that affect the lives of every citi-
zen,

Most importantly, as women take part in the world of work, they also con-
tinue to embrace and nurture the family as they have always done. All
Americans can be truly grateful for the role of women as the heart of the
family and for their every accomplishment today and throughout our histo-
Iy.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 20, has designated the month of
March 1987 as “"Women's History Month" and authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim March 1987 as Women's History Month. I
call upon all Americans to mark this month with appropriate observances
to honor the achievements of American women.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5620 of March 16, 1987
Freedom of Information Day, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

March 16 is the birthday of James Madison, our fourth President. We
choose this day to celebrate our freedom of access to information about
government because Madison, throughout his life, never ceased to mention
the freedoms that help us learn everything we need to know about matters
relating to our liberties and all public concerns.

Madison is often called the architect of the Constitution, whose Bicenten-
nial we celebrate this year. He was a leading framer of that charter and
was the chief recorder of the Constitutional Convention. He later helped
frame the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, which
spell out guarantees of our rights. He and other Founders knew that only a
well-informed and educated citizenry could maintain liberty and that the
freedoms of speech, religion, and the press protected by the First Amend-
ment are central to that purpose.

Americans enjoy these freedoms and a free, responsive, and reasonable
interaction between members of the public and those in government offices.
We have always understood that our freedom of information is compatible
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with protection of national security and rights of privacy. As we celebrate
free access to information as part of our heritage, let us honor the memory
of President Madison for the wisdom and the devotion to the liberty of the
American people that were his credo and his way of life.

The Congress, by Public Law 99-539, has designated March 16, 1987, as
“Freedom of Information Day" and authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, ], RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim March 16, 1987, as Freedom of Information
Day, and I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
eleventh.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5621 of March 20, 1987
Afghanistan Day, 1987

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The people of Afghanistan traditionally celebrate March 21 as the start of
their new year. For the friends of the Afghan people, the date has another
meaning: it is an occasion to reaffirm publicly our long-standing support of
the Afghan struggle for freedom. That struggle seized the attention of the
world in December 1979 when a massive Soviet force invaded, murdered
one Marxist ruler, installed another, and attempted to crush a widespread
resistance movement.

Despite a 7-year reign of terror by over 115,000 Soviet troops, the Soviet
attempt to subjugate the Afghans has failed. The puppet Kabul regime re-
mains weak and illegitimate. The resistance movement has fought the
Soviet army to a standstill. And the Afghan people, whose support for the
resistance is overwhelming, have continued to show an indomitable will to
be free.

During the past year, the Afghan people have advanced their cause in a va-
riety of ways. On the political front, the resistance Alliance has grown
more cohesive and more effective. One major step in this direction occurred
January 17, when the seven Alliance leaders put forward their own compre-
hensive plan for a free Afghanistan. The Alliance has also become the focal
point for the distribution of social services and humanitarian resources
inside the country, thereby helping to stem the outflow of refugees and
laying the basis for reestablishing a free Afghanistan,

On the battlefield, the resistance has demonstrated growing strength. Nota-
ble achievements include an increased ability to counter communist air
power, the renewal of heavy military pressure on Kabul, the resurgence of
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